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T the End of the Oration I have added ſome 
| Verſes of Grotius, taken from a Copy he wrote 
pon the Death of Arminius. They Herbe the 
Miſchiefs and the ill Conſequences of the Diviſions a- 
mong Chriſtians, and the Dutys of Divines upon, that 
| Occaſion, in fo juſt and lively a Manner, that 1 
have read nothing comparable to them, in ſuch ſort of 
Compoſitions, They are not a dull Imitation of the An- 
tents who have never written any thing like them, but 
are a noble Enthuſiaſm, as I may ſay, of a Heart full 
of Love to Virtue, Charity and Peace, and of 4 


Soul thorowly convinc'd of the Vanity of all Human 
Rnowledg. 
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DEATH 


Mr. Philip Limborch. 


F we conſider the Nature of Human Soci- 
ety, and eſpecially of the Familiarity which 
we contract with a Friend, it will appear 

to be ſuch, that the more ſtrict and uuited 

it is, The more delightful it becomes, and the 
better accommodared to render Life both ufeful 
and pleaſant. Men, who are but lightly ac- 
quainted, and are accuſtom'd to perform to each 
other, none, or very trivial Services, are in a 
1 manner 


4 A Funeral Oration upon 
manner to one another, juſt as if they were not 
in being. And Perſons who live in very diſtant 


Covntrys, and have never travePd from home, 
and fo are neither related to us by Blood, by 


Neighbourhood, by common Dealiugs, nor by 


the Jyes of Friendſhip or Beneve, lence, are al- 
moſt the ſame to us as if tney had dy'd ſcme 
Ages ago, and we arc to them as if we were not 
yet born. If his Dilregard, and this D: ſunion, 
as I may call it, of Mi, ds, were vniverſal in the 
World; at wou'd. make Life a, moſt uncomfortable 
thing. For ſirce no Man can fiiply provide him- 
ſclf with all Neccſſarys, nor do whatever it is 
for his litereſt to be done, he muſt deſire the 
Help of others; aud to obtain it, he is oblig'd 
both to promiſe to aſſiſt them ig his Tura, and 
to be actually beneficial 4% far as it is In bis pd wer. 
From theſe mutual Kindneſſes ariſes firſt the 
Relation of Citizens, and then of particular 
Friends, than which nothing more advailtageous 
and endearing can be imagin'd: For this, ac- 
cordiug to the antient Saying, makes all things 
common, as Riches; Aid,; Countels, Wiſdom, 
Cootalaribiis 3 in Suftering, and Rejoicigg in Proſ- 
perity and good Succeſs: On which account 
the old Philoſophers juſtly number'd it among 
the Virtues; and he who deſtroy*d Friendſhip a- 
mong Men, was faid to put out the Sun. 

But, alas! this beautiful and excellent Union, 
like every thing belonging. to mortal Man, is 
difſolv'a* with Life, ſo that nothing then re- 
maius beſide the Memory of it, which is grate- 
fol indeed; but carrys in it a Bitterneſs of Regret 
and Sorrow, when we feflect on what we have loſt 
in loſing our Friends, and how important a Good 
we mult continue to want, if we ſhou'd happen 


long 
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long to ſurvive them. They who had not the 
Light of Divine Revelation, endeavour'd to 
apply a Remedy to this Misfortune, by feigning 
Elyſian Fields, or Fortunate Iſlands, in which, 
after this Life was expir'd, antieat Friends were 
to meet again and live happily together, if they 
had behav'd themſelves worthy of ſuch a Feli- 
city. But ſince the moſt Learned of the Hea- 
thens rather wiſh'd this, than knew it wou'd be, 
they were unable to aſſuage their Grief, aud re- 
move the 34dneſs of Soul which invaded them 
under ſuch a Loſs, And we ſhowd be over- 
whelm'd in the ſame Calamity, unleſs Almighty 
GOD had given us an Aſſurance of a better 
Life, by our Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt: by which we 
are appris'd, and have 1 Certainty of Hope, that 
ina little time Faithful Friends ſhall be reſtor'd 
to each other, in Immortality, and obtain the 
quiet. Poſſeſſion of the higheſt Good, and the 
inexpreſſible Joys of an inſeparable Conjunction, 
withont the Anxiety aud Fears which afflict this 
mortal State. 

This Conſideration is a common Support to all 
Cbriſtians, and affects me in particular with a cer- 
tai movrutul Pleaſure, at this time, when | am la- 
menting the Reverend and Learned PHIIIP 4 
LiMBnoRrcCy, ate Profeſſor of Divinity among the 


Remouſtrants in this Place, whom ] eſteem'd and 


honour'd as a Father, aud from whom 1 receiv'd 
an equal Keturn of Affection, and all manner of 
Valnable Obligations. For L ſhall not long be 
abſcut from fo delirable a Compauion; but hav- 
ing obtarii'd of the Divine Mercy the Pardon of 
all my Offences, I ſhall, when bis Good Provi- 
dence ſces fit, behold bim agaia, and join with 
him ince{liatiy to offer up Thankſgiving and 

Praiſe 
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6 A Funeral Oration upon 
Praiſe to our Common Saviour in the Regions of 
Eternal Beatitude : and that ſuch may be the Lot 
of me, and of all his other Friends, I beſeech 
Almighty GOD with continual Prayers. But 
tho our Trouble is ſomething lenify'd by theſe 
Reflections, yet I cannot wholly diſſemble my In- 
firmity ; for I confeſs I am ſo oppreſs'd with Sor- 
row, and Earneſtneſs of Deſire after the Deceas'd, 
that lam uufit to proſecute my uſual Labours; fo 
far am | from being ia a Capacity of producing 
any thing this Day, which ſhal] be finiſh'd in 
reſpect of Study, Invention and Eloquence, or 
worthy ſo I earned and Honourable an Audience. 
Yet the Offices of a grateful Mind are by no 
means to be neglected, and the Tyes of an inti- 
mate Friendſhip have brovght me hither ſolemnly 
in this Place to perform their Dues. Wherefore 
I earneſtly beſeech you ro hear me favourably, 
while I ſhall in few Words, and with Simplicity, 
but with Zeal and Candor, relate thoſe thivgs 
which may conduce to the Reputation, and do 
Honour to the Memory of the Dead. . 

I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Man, aud ſet forth, 
as I am able, bis Virtues, which I wiſh 1 may 
be able to imitate, and in ſome manner make 
them preſent to you by his Sayings, and Actions, 
and Writings. At the ſame time ] ſhall mention 
his Works. And laſtly I ſhall ſhew that he exactly 
fulfil'd the Character of a Good Man, and of a 
true Chriſtian Divine. | . 

But it is proper, in my Opinion, firſt to pre- 
miſe ſomething concerning his Anceſtors; for 
we find a Pleaſure in examining into the Race of 
them whom we love, tho, 1 acknowledge, it adds 
nothing to their real Praiſes. 


It 
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It was not eaſy for thoſe Familys which ſepa- 
rated from the Church of Rome, in Flanders and 
the neighbouring Parts, to preſerve ſafe to Poſte- 
rity the Names of their Forefathers, and the 
antient Deeds and Inſtruments which belong'd 
to them, becauſe they were frequently oblig'd to 
abandon their Dwellings, and offer the Plunder- 
ing of their Goods and Writings. The Founder, 
therefore, of the Family of the LimzoRrcuns, 
as far as the Memory of this Particular is de- 
liver'd down to us, was Nicholas a Limborch, 
who appears to have liv'd and dy'd before the 
Year 1557- in that Part of the Suburbs of Maf- 
tricht, which is call'd the Church of St. Peter, 
and is ſubject to the Biſhop of Liege. He is re- 
ported to have been an Hundred and Fifteen 
Vears old when he dy'd; and yet his Limbs were 
ſo vigorous, that he wou'd uſe his Hands in doing 
a great many things, at ſo advanc'd an Age: and 
on this account, it is ſaid, he was ſirnam'd the 
Old Man. 5 
He had a Son, Francis, who continu'd Gover- 
nor and Bailiff of St. Peter's under the Biſhop of 
Liege to his Death. In 1518 he marry'd Mary 
Sc henbie, a Niddegem, whoſe Family was of Guel- 
derlanal, and from whence ſprung the famous 
Martin Schenke, who won ſuch Fame by his Bra- 
very in the Spaniſh Wars. By this Lady, Francis 
had thirteen Children, and by a ſecond and a 
third Wie, twelve, which made him at laſt the 
Father of Twenty Five. Of Mary Schenke was 
born 1530. Francis Limborch Junior, who in his 
Foth Year marry'd Catharine Wilſe at Mechlin, 
with whom ſeveu Years after his Marriage he re- 
mov d to Emden in Frieſland, a little before his Fa- 
ther's Peach, which quickly follow'd. The Y"_ 
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Praiſe to our Common Saviour in the Regions of 
Eternal Beatitude : and that ſuch may be the Lot 
of me, and of all his other Friends, I beſeech 
Almighty GOD with continual Prayers. But 
tho our Trouble is ſomething lenify'd by theſe 
Reflections, yet I cannot wholly diſſemble my In- 
firmity ; for Il confeſs I am ſo oppreſs'd with Sor- 
row, and Earneſtneſs of Deſire after the Deceas'd, 
that l am nufit to proſecute my uſual Labours; fo 
far am | from being ia a Capacity of producing 
any thing this Day, which ſhal} be finiſh'd in 
reſpe& of Study, Invention and Eloquence, or 
worthy ſo learned and Honourable an Audience. 
Vet the Offices of a grateful Mind are by no 
means to be neglected, and the Tyes of an inti- 
mate Friendſhip have brovght me hither ſolemnly 
in this Place to perform their Dues. Wherefore 
I earneſtly beſeech you ro hear me favourably, 
while I ſhall in few Words, and with Simplicity, 
but with Zeal and Candor, relate thoſe things 
Which may conduce to the Reputation, and do 
Honour to the Memory of the Dead. 
I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Man, aud ſet forth, 
as I am able, his Virtves, which I wiſh 1 may 
be able to imitate, and in ſome manner make 
them preſent to you by his Sayings, and Actions, 
and Writings. At the ſame time I ſhall mention 
his Works. And laſtly I ſhall ſhew that he exactly 
fulfil'd the Character of a Good Man, and of a 
true Chriſtian Divine. 
| But it is proper, in my Opinion, firſt to pre- 
| miſe ſomething concerning his Anceſtors; for 
we find a Pleaſure in examiuing into the Race of 
them whom we love, tho, I acknowledge, it adds 
nothing to their real Praiſes. e 
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It was not eaſy for thoſe Familys which ſepa- 
rated from the Church of Rome, in Flanders and 
the neighbouring Parts, to preſerve ſafe to Poſte- 
rity the Names of their Forefathers, and the 
antient Deeds and Inſtruments which belong'd 
to them, becauſe they were frequently oblig'd to 
abandon their Dwellings, and fafſer the Plunder- 
ing of their Goods and Writings. The Founder, 
therefore, of the Family of the LimMnorcns, 
as far as the Memory of this Particular is de- 
liver'd down to us, was Nicholas a Limborch, 
who appears to have liv'd and dy'd before the 
Year 1557- in that Part of the Suburbs of Maf- 
tricht, which is call'd the Church of St. Peter, 
and is ſubject to the Biſhop of Liege, He 1s re- 
ported to have been an Hundred and Fifteen 


Fears old when he dy'd; and yet his Limbs were 


ſo vigorous, that he wou'd uſe his Hands in doing 
a great many things, at ſo advanc'd an Age: and 
on this account, it is ſaid, he was ſirnam'd the 
Old Man. | 

He had a Son, Francis, who continu'd Gover- 
nor and Bailiff of Sr. Peter's under the Biſhop of 


Liege to his Death. In 1518 he marry'd Mary 
Schenle, a Niddegem, whoſe Family was of Guel- 
derlanal, and from whence ſprung the famous 
Martin Schenke, who won ſuch Fame by his Bra- 


very in the Spaniſh Wars. By this Lady, Francis 


had thirteen Children, and by a ſecond and a 


third \\ if, twelve, which made him at laſt the 
Father of Twenty Five. Of Mary Schenke was 


born 1530. Francis Limborch Junior, who 1n his 


goin Year marry'd Catharine Wilſe at Mechlin, 
with whom ſeveu Years atter his Marriage he re- 
mov d to Emden in Frieſland, a little before his Fa- 
ther's Death, which quickly follow'd. The Fon 
e | 0 
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of his Removal was, his preferring the Opinion 
of Memnon, one of Simon's Brothers, to the Doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome; and he was afraid, 
leſt by the Cruelty of the Times, this Diſſenſion 
ſhou'd have coſt him his Life. At Emden in 1563 
he had a Son born, to whom he gave his own 
Name, Francis, and who during his Father's Life 
marry'd Perina, Daughter of Herman a Menſlage, 
and liv'd there in a flouriſhing Fortune for ſome: 
time. But an Inſurrection of the People happen- 
ing in the Town, who depos'd the old Magiſtrates 
and plac'd new in their ſtead, Francis Limborch 
Poſitively reſolv'd not to be concern'd in this 
Affair, and therefore retir'd with his Wife to 
Amſterdam, 1595. | 1 1 
In this City was born to him a ſecond Son 
Francis, who in 1623 marry'd Gertrude Epiſcope, 
Daughter of Rembert, Simon's Brother, and had 
ſeveral Children, three of whom were known. 
here to us. The Eldeſt was Rembert Limborch, 
Who was hora 1629. and was bred to the Law, in 
which he obtain'd a conſummate Character; and 
was rais'd, without any Application, to the Poſt. 
of Advocate-Fiſcal of Holland, entirely on the 
account of his Integrity and Learning, tho he 
conſtantly frequented the Aſſemblys of the Re- 
monſtrants, and declar'd before-hand that he 
wou'd continue to do ſo. The next Son was our 
Philip, who was born June 19, 1633. The 
Youngeſt is Simon Limborch, who with his Son, 
who is alſo educated a Lawyer, attended the Fu- 
nerals of his Brother Philip. _ . 
Francis, the Father of theſe, had deſign'd to 
purſue his Studys; but at the Perſuaſion of his 
Wife's Father, Rembert Epiſcopius, he follow'd 
Merchandize, during Rembert's Life, which he 
8 imme- 


"25> 05 SIO 


Mr. PHILIP LIMBORCH. 9 


Immediately quitted, upon his Death, and re- 
ſuming his Studys, apply'd himſelf to the Law, 
firſt at Utrecht, and afterwards at Leiden: from 
whence returning to Amſterdam, he took up the 
Profeſſion, and began to plead with very good 
Succeſs. And the Honourable Cornelius Hop, 
who dy'd a Member of the Council of State, 
teſtify'd, not long ſince, that he was often choſen 
with him to determine perplex'd and difficult 
Cauſes. ä 

In thoſe Parts where his Father then liv'd, 
our Philip paſs'd his Childhood; and in 1647. he 
was admitted from the inferior Schools to the 
Academical Lectures, and began to hear thoſe 
two celebrated Men, Jaſper Barleus, who read 
Ethicks at Amſterdam, and John Gerard Voſſius, 
who taught Sacred and Profane Hiſtory, with 
a great Concourſe of Auditors. In Philoſophy 
he attended Arnold Senguerde; and having gone 
thro theſe Sciences, he was inſtructed in The— 
ology by the famous Stephen Curcelleus, who ſuc- 
ceeded Simon Epiſcopius in the Profeſſorſhip a- 
mong the Remonſtraats at Amſterdam. Of this 
his Tutor I have always heard him ſpeak, as he 
truly delerv'd, and as it became a dutiful Pupil, 
with the laſt Reſpe&: M hich I mention in Ho- 
nour of Curcellaus, and I think I am my ſelf alſo 
ſomething concern'd in it, ſince he was my Grand- 
father's Brother, From hence our LrmBorcH 
went to Utrecht, to obſerve the Method how 
the Great FYoetius, who was living there at the 
Time, and other Diviaes, taught Theology, and 
defended their Doctrines. : 

From Utrecht he came hack to Amſterdam about 
May 1654. where, in October, he made his firſt 
Sermon, by way of Exerciſe, upon Epe 5. 14. 

B and 
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and in Auguſt 1655. he paſs'd thro the Examina- 
tion in Divinity, and was admitted to preach in 
Publick, which he did firſt at Haerlem, upon 
Matt. J. 12. In the ſame Year he was invited 
to Alcmaar, to undertake the Function of Ordi- 
nary Paſtor in the Church of the Remonſtrants : 


But the Modeſty of his Youth, which was far 
from the diſingenuous and ſordid Temper of 
thoſe who confidently expoſe their undigeſted 


Learning to the Pablick, out of haſte to com- 
mence Teachers in the Art which they profeſs, 
refus'd it, that he might continue longer at his 
Studys, and prepare a greater Store of Sermons 
before he engag'd to preach ſtatedly. An Exam- 
ple which I cannot but propoſe to them who de- 
ſign for the Miniſtry, that they wou'd not bring 
ſo Sacred and Excellent a Profeſſion into Con- 
tempt, by acting like Common Artiſans in the 
meaneſt Trade, and promptly becoming Inſtruc- 
tors of the People as ſoon as poſſible, merely in 


order to procure a Subliſtence to themſelves and 


their Familys, and not advantageouſly to ſerve 
the Republick or the City where they dwell, by 
their Labours. Let the Students in Divinity re- 
member, that as thoſe Mechanicks uſh out 
ſo precipitately into the World, are very often 
unable to do any thing in their Calling, becauſe 
they are not perfected in it; ſo theſe crude and 
forward Preachers never fail to give univerſal 
Diſtaſte by their immature and faulty Perfor- 
mances. 1 . 
But to return: Our LIM BOR CH, before he 
took upon him the Paſtoral Charge, publiſh'd in 


1657. the admirable Sermons oft Epiſcopius on 


Matt. F. and had a Summoius in the ſame Year, 
to be Miniſter at Goude, which he accepted, and 
preach'd 
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preach'd his firſt Sermon upon 1 Cr. 13. 12. 
and in this Place he continu'd to diſcharge that 
Office with extraordinary Benefit and Edi cation 
to the Church, till he was ſent for to Amſterdam. 
His Sermons were not ſwelPd with quaint De- 
corations, and a trifling Tumour of Stile, but 
were compos d with a juſt regard to the Senſe 
and the Expreſſion, abounded with proper Ex- 
poſitions of Scripture, and were ſupported by 
ſtrong Arguments, and form'd in a perſpicuous 
Method, which approv'd him to be an exact 
Scholar of Epiſcopius and Curcellaus. Such were 
the Sermons we heard from him here at Amſter- 
dam, and at which 1 have allo been ſometimes 

preſent. ” 
Among the Papers of Epiſcopius, which came 
to him by Inheritance, and by other means, there 
was a Multitude of Letters relating to the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Aﬀairs of the Remonſtrauts, which had 
never appear'd in publick: From theſe, LI u- 
BORCH, With his Companion and Aſſiſtaut Chri- 
ſtian Hartſoecher, a Learned Preacher at Roter- 
dam, compil'd that Noble Body of Letters of 
Learned and Famous Men, which came out, 
166c, And when the Impreſſion was almoſt 
fold off, and he had receiv'd ſeveral other Let- 
ters upon the {ame Subject, he made another 
Edition in 1684, with conſiderable Inlargements 
and Emendations. And even in the Beginning 
of the preſent Century, 1724. another Bookſel- 
ler having got the Copy into his Hands, he 
_ threw in a farther Addicion of twenty Letters. 
From which whole Collection, almoſt the entire 
Hiſtory of the Remonſtrants Affairs may be de- 
duc'd, from the Times of J. Arminius, as low as 
to the Synod of Dort. And this may be done with 
B 2 --$08 
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the greater Certainty and Truth, becauſe in ſuch 
Epiſtles Friends wrote to Friends without Arti- 
| fice, and us'd no Colours to diſguiſe, or conceal 
What was ated, 

In the ſame Year in which he printed theſe 
Letters, he marry*d, Auguſt 15. a worthy Maiden 
Geiitlewoman, Flizabcth van Zorgen, Daughter 
of the eminent Law er Nicholas van Zoroen, who 
was the particular Fricad of John Urembogarde. 
He had no Mile Iſſue by her, and but one Daugh- 
ter, who loſt her Mother in her Infancy, and her 
ſelf alſo cxpir'd in her Youth. „ 
la 1661 he wrote, in the Dutch Language, a 
Treatiſe in form of a Dialogue, for mutual To- 
leration, in anſwer to John Sceper, who had 
wrote againſt it. This was the firſt publick Fruit 
of his Learning, and was well done, and wor- 
thy a Divine who was a profeſs'd Patron of Mo- 
deration and Peace. We are not to imagine that 
Works of this nature plead with Governments 
for the Quiet of ode Church or Society only; 
no, they concern the common Liberty and Re- 
Poſe of all Chriſtians, and of Human Kind, For 
what Eaſe and Security wou'd be left, if the 
barbarous Opinion of ſome fierce and imprudent 
Divines, that Diſſenters in Religion may and 
ought to be periecuted, ſhou'd take root in the 
World? By this, not only Nation wou'd be op— 
preſs'd by Nation, Citizeas by Citizens, and 
Chriſtians by Ch: iltia;is, but all things wou'd be 
confounded and overtura'd by Rapines, Maſſa- 
cres, Burnings, and a peneral Devaſtation of 
Towns and Provinces; and Men wou'd become 
wild Beaſts to each other, or ſomewhat worſe. 
It is therefore the Duty of all, who deſire to ſee 
Chriſtianity flouriſh, aud Human Kind in 1 

| oth 
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both by Speaking and Writing, univerſally to 
explode ſo pernicious a Doctrine, that it may, if 
poſſible, be wholly exterminated from the Minds 
of Mea, and eſpecially of Chriſtians, and for the 
future be reputed among the moſt abominable 
Hereſys. 

The Firſt Volume of Epiſcopius's Works hay- 
ing been printed ſome time 1ince by Stephen Cur— 
cellens, who had the Manuſcripts from Francis 
Limborch, our PHiL1P put forth a Second Vo- 
lame ia 15651. with an excellent Preface annex'd 
to that of Poelemburgh, in which he has nobly de- 
fended the Reputation of Epiſcopius and the Re- 
monſtrauts, and filenc'd, as far as might be, the 
Slanders which were thrown upon it. 

In 1567. he was call'd to the Office of Preacher 
at Amſterdam, where, upon the Death of the Lear- 
ned Arnold Poelemburgh, who had ſucceeded Cuy- 
celleus, the eloquent Iſaac Pontanus was choſen 
Paltor of the ſame Church; butreturniag quickly 
after to the Function of Preaching, for which he 
was wonderfully quality'd, the Profeſſorſhip was 
given to LiMBORCH, at firſt for a Year, and 
then for ever, upon 19 April 1668. an Imploy- 
ment he was peculiarly fitted to ſuſtain: and to 
this he entirely addrels'd his Studys all his Life 
with uncommon Improvement aad Advantage to 
the wh le Society of the Remouſtrants. 

Two Years after, he publiſh'd ſeveral Sermons 
of Epiſcopius which had yer lain private among 
his Papers. And January 9. 1674. he marry'd 
Cornelia van der Kirk a vir tuous Widow, aud had 
by her two Children. In the foo „ing Vear he 
introduc'd into the Worll the Works of his 
Tutor, Stephen Curcellæus {the greateſt Part of 

which were till then unpublith'd) and laid a 
very high Obligation by it on all the Lovers of 


moderate 


. 
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moderate Theology. But ſince neither Epiſcopius 
nor Curcelleus were able to form a compleat Body 
of Divinity, being hinder'd by Death, he ſet 
himſelf at this time to draw up a brief Account 
of the Remonſtrant Doctrine, which he after- 
wards carry'd to Perfection. 

But Sickneſs and other Avocations prevented 
his finiſhing this Work, till about the time of my 
Arrival in this City, that 1s, about the Year 
1683. at which time, and in the Year following, 

1 he was pleas'd out of his great Affection and Mo- 
1 deſty to communicate ſeveral Parts of it to me: 


I [ cou'd not bur extremely approve it, and join 
þ with many others to prevail with him to make 
0 the Publication as ſpeedily as poſſible, which he 
Wl did in 1656. | i 8 | | 

{1 tam not afraid of the Imputation of being too 


Je, far byaſs'd by Friendſhip, or even by Prejudice, 
tit I fav there never before appear'd an Inſtitution 
0 of Theology, in which Truth, Brevity, Perſpi— 

cuity and good Method were more illuſtrious, 


14 or in which the Opinions of Adverſarys were 
* diſprov'd with greater Juſtice and Moderation, or 
1% the whole Science of Divinity more fully expoun- 
died. Concerning the Author's Veracity in it, as 
5 to things themſelves, no one even of another O- 


pinion, can make a queſtion: for it contains no 
Doctrine held neceſſary to Salvation, which is 
not acknowledg'd by other Chriſtians; in which 
Particular, I can't tell, if any other Body of 
Chriſtians can juſtly glory, unleſs ſome may have 
imitated the Remonſtrants herein. And who will 
deny that to be true, and neceſſary to be believ'd, 
which had its Original from Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, and has been admitted by Chriſtians, 
without Scruple, in all Places and Times? 80 
that 
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that what our Author propounds as a needful 
Article, is embrac'd by all; and the Difference 
lies only in thoſe Points which he thinks are leſs 
neceſſary, and in which a Man may miſtake with- 
out Loſs of Salvation, provided he obeys our 
Saviour's Precepts in his Life, and has a ſincere 
Faith in his Promiſes. Add here, that the Re- 
monſtrants judg we are wholly to abſtain from 
Violence in Matters of Religion, and only to 
uſe Arguments and Perſuaſion z which Doctrine, 
tho truly Chriſtian, yet, alas! 1s not receiv'd 
by all who wou'd paſs under that Name, or at 
leaſt, it is not allow'd in Practice. 

This, now, is the Sum of Limzorcn's Syl- 
tem, which is ſo conciſely deliver'd, that ſcarcely 
a Word or Sentence can be omitted without pre- 
judice to the Senſe; and yet the Perſpicuity of 
the Stile and of the Matters treated, is no way 


deſtroy'd, for the whole is expreſs'd pertinently 


and clearly, and without any Barbariſms of the 
Schools. The exact Method in which it is moul- 
ded, does not a little contribute to render it 
pcrſpicuous, every thing being rang'd in its juſt 
Place, and nothing which ſhow'd be firſt men- 

tion'd, caſt behind that which ought in propri- 
ety to follow. A Conduct to which an excellent 


Judgment was needful, as all the other Parts 


requir'd great Learning and a Habit of Writing. 
The Dogmas of Adverſarys are alſo briefly 
ſtated, and, that no one may accuſe our Author's 
Fidelity, generally in their own Words, as he 
has often told me, and any may perceive, who 
ſhall compare Ames's Works with him as they 
read. And tho he points out the Conſequences 
which ariſe from erroneous Doctrines, yet he 
does not aſcribe them to thoſe who deny they 
believe 
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believe them, but confutes them by ſtri& Rea- 
ſoning, and not by Reproaches and contumelious 
Language. And, which is often unhappily neg- 
lected in ſuch Treatiſes, we are here preſented 
with an entire Body of Chriſtian Morals : which 
are the principal End of Divinity, and are 
therefore never to be omitted, becauſe, without 
them, Theoretical Queſtions are of no uſe. It 
is not enough that Men know what is true, and 
what they are to believe, but we are alſo to in- 
ſtruct them who believe the Truth in the Dutys 
they are to practiſe: and in this, if we weigh 
it well, the Uſe of Truth conſiſts. Wherefore all 
Theological Syſtems are defective which forget 

this Part of Chriſtian Religion. 
That what I have now ſaid is real, and is not 
 magnity*d or invented in Honour of the Deceas'd, 
is notorious to them who have perus'd that Noble 
Work; and they are not his Scholars only, but 
even moſt Chriſtian Familys: for bis Book has 
at preſent had three Editions, and 1s now ready 
for a Fourth. I have my ſelf, and I preſume it 
is the ame with others, ſo high an Opinion of 
the Force of Truth, that I believe it is impoſlible 
for any Man who does not utterly contemn it, 
to read over this Book attentively, but he muſt 
receive a deep Impreſſion from it. And perhaps 
a Time may come, when theſe Seeds thus ſecret- 
ly ſown in the Mind, may riſe up into an abun- 
dant Harveſt, and render Chriſtians in all Coun- 
trys more zealous of the Truth, and more gentle 

and tender toward thoſe who differ from them. 
But not to engroſs the Time in ſpeaking of 
this, 1 ſhall procced to his other Werks, In 
1686. Iſaac Orobio, a Jew of Seville, eſcaping from 
the Priſon of the Inquiſition by pretending hime 
ſelf 


— 
y- 


Mr. PHILIP LIMBORCH. 17 


pracisd Phyſick with Approbation: he hap- 
pen'd once to fall into a Diſcourſe concerning 
Religion with Egbert Vene, a celebrated Phyſi- 
cian, and a Collegue and Friend of LIMEOR cn, 
who ſpeaking of Limrorcn's Learning, Oro- 
bio deſir'd to fee him, and accordingly they had 
a Meeting at Mr. Velle's Houſe, at which I was 
preſent. Orobio, after he had entertain'd us with 


ſome. Parts of his Hiſtory, produc'd ſeveral Ob- 


jections againſt the New Teſtament and the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine; and the Diſpute went fo far, 
that it was judg'd more convenient to manage 
it by Writing than by Couference, in order to 
proceed more regularly, and to avoid Digreſ- 
ſions; and this was at laſt ſwelFd into a Volume, 
which came out, the next Year, under the Title 
of Collatio amica de Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane, 
cum erudito Judæo, A Friendly Conference about the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, with a Learned Jew, 
If I-ſhou'd relate the Affair at large, it wou'd 
be tedious to them who have the Book in their 
hands, or are otherways acquainted with the 
Story; wherefore [I ſhall only ſay, that the Lear- 
ning and Judgment of Limzorcn were emi- 
nently diſtinguiſh'd in the Diſputation. For he 
not only baffled a crafty Adverſary by direct 
Anſwers to his Inquirys, but puſh'd him fo 


home alſo by contrary Queſtions, that he found 
himſelf under a Neceſſity of proving the Truth 


of the Law of Moſes: upon which LimBorcn 
convinc'd him that the ſame Arguments which 
the Jews employ to confirm their Law, might be 
urg'd with far more Energy to maintain the 
; Chriſtian; and therefore if the Jews believe Mo- 
ſes, they ought alſo to believe Jeſus Chriſt, unleſs 

'@ they 


ſelf a Papiſt, came to Amſterdam, where he 
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they will be inconſiſtent with themſelves: And 
that when a Man 1s once perſuaded to believe in 


Jeſus, it will not be difficult to ſolve the Objec- 


tions which the Jews bring from the Old Teſta- 
ment againſt the New. L1iMBorcn has demon- 
ſtrated this evidently in his Treatiſe, as he had 
done before in the Conference, where I heard 
the Jew declare, Every offe ought to continue 
in his own Religion, ſince it was much eaſier 
to attack another's than to prove one's own 
nay, he went fo far as to ſay, that if he had 
been born of Parents who worſhip'd the Sun, he 
did not ſee why he ſhou'd renounce that Religion, 
and embrace another: ſo much lighter a Task 
was it found to ſtart Objectious than to diſcover 
Truth, But the Jew being blinded by the Pre- 
judices imbib'd from his Parents, and furniſh'd to 
the Combat by the Knowledg of the School-Phi- 
loſophy, which is taught in Spain, was unable 
to diſcern Truth from Falſhood, In the mean 


while, from this Accident we are poſleſs'd of 
an excellent Treatile, by which we may provide 


our ſelves upon occation againſt ſuch fort of En- 
counters; and for this our Thanks are due to Al- 
mighty God, the Author of all Truth, in the firſt 
place, and then to LiMBORCH, Who wrote it. 
A little after, he publiſh'd a Dutch Book of 
Epiſcopius, containing his Piſpute with William 
Bome a Presbyter of the Church of Rome, where 
that Great Man with his uſual Vigor evinces, 
in ſeveral E piltles, that the Roman Church is nei- 
ther free from Hror, nor the ſupreme Judg of 
Controverlys. 
In 1692. A Book of the Sentences of the Inqui- 


firion of Tholguſe, from 1397 to 1313, falling 
into the hands of one of his Friends, LI Mu- 


BORCH tovk the Care of the Publication upon 
himſelf 
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himſelf; and improving this Occaſion, to ſearch 
into the Affairs of the Inquiſition concerning 
Faith, he wrote an Account of it in four Books, 
in which he has accurately deſcrib'd the Origi- 
nal and the whole Government of it, from the 
Writings of the Inquiſitors. This was prefix'd 
to the Book of the Sentences, and was extremely 
grateful to all who are curious in ſuch Matters. 
From this Tract may be learn'd the infinite Villa- 
ny of that bloody Tribunal, under which Spain 
ang Italy groan ; and from the Sentence, many 
Particulars may be gather'd relating to the Hiſto- 
ry of that Age. And hence, as LIM NORCH 
obſerves in his Preface, the Reader may be ap- 
pris'd of the Doctrines of the YValdenſes and Al- 
bigenſes, which are known to few. 
ln 1693. he made a ſecond Edition of Fpi/- 
copircs's Sermons, collecting them all into one 
Volume; and added not only a Preface, but alſo 
the Life of Epiſcopius at large in the Dutch 
Tongue. But the Fame of Epiſcopius not being 
confin'd to theſe Parts, there were a great many, 
eſpecially in England, who were deſirous of rea- 
ding his Life, but did not underſtaud Durch. 
Whereforeit was tranſlated into Latin by a young 
Gentleman of Mr. LimBoRcHn's Acquaintance, 
and publiſh'd in 1701. and was recciv'd extremely 
well by them wao underſtood how to value Epiſ- 
copius's Merit. | 
But in 1694. an Accident. happen'd, which, 
in the Opinion of all equitable Judges, made 
wonderfully for the Honour of I. 1yurorcn 
and of the Remonſtrant Divinity. I ſhall relate 
it the more nakedly, beceuſe the Perſon who was 
principally coucern'd in it, is hnce dead, There 
was a young Gentlewoman in this Ciry of twenty 
C2 . wa 
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the Old TJeſtament that God had commanded 
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two Years of Age, who took a Fancy to learn 
Hebrew of a Few, and was by this Opportunity 


gradually ſeduc'd by him iaito a Reſolution of 


quitting the Chriſtian for the Jewiſh Religion. 
Her Mother, when ſhe came to uaderſtand it, 
employ'd ſeveral Divines to diſſuade her from 
this unhappy Deſign, but all in vain, for their 
Arguments had no other Influence than to con- 


firm her ſtill more in Judaiſm: becanſe they 


went to prove Chriſtianity à priori, as Philoſo- 
phers ſpeak, omitting generally the Authority 


of the New Teſtameit; and to the Paſlages 


which they quoted from the Old, ſhe return'd 
the common Anſwers of the Fews, which ſhe 
had been taught; nor were they able to make 
any Reply which cou'd give her Satisfaction. 
While the young Lady, who was otherwiſe Miſ- 
treſs of Sefffe enough, was in the midſt of this 
Perplexity, Mr. Vene, whom I mention'd before, 


happen'd to be ſeit for to the Houſe, to viſit 


a ſick Perſon ; and hearing the Mother tell with 
great Concern, of the Doubts which diſturb'd 


her Daughter's Mind, he ſpoke of LimpBorcn's 


Diſpute with Orobio, which put her upon deſiring 
IimBorRcn might diſcourſe with her Daugh- 
ter, in hope he wou'd be able to remove her 
Scruples, and bring her back to the Chriſtian 
Relipion; which, ſhe profeſs'd, wou'd be the 
greatcſt Jy ſhe cou'd receive, LIMBORCH ac- 
cordingly cime to her the ſecond Day in Eaſt er- 
Week, which was April the twelfth, and pro- 
ceeding with her, in the ſame Way and Method 
he had us'd with O-obig, he quickly recover'd 


her to a better Judgmeat. For whereas ſhe in- 


ſiſted, he ſhou'd, iu the firſt place, prove from 


the 
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the Iſraelites to believe in the Meſſiah; he in- 
form'd her, it was proper, firſt to eſtabliſh the 
41 Truth of Chriſtianity, and that afterwards he 
= wou'd ſhew her from the Old Teſtament that 
; which ſhe deſir'd, as he really did. lu the firſt 
- Conference, he prevail'd fo far, that ſhe own'd 
l 9 ſhe was not able to anſwer him; and at ſeveral 
— other Interviews in the ſame Week, he fo en- 
N | tirely ſatisfy'd her, that ſhe had no Doubts re- 
i maining. 
1 Mr. LI M BOoRcu ſent the Sum of theſe Con- 
* ferences in a Letter to our Friend and Acquain— 
5 tance, Mr. John Locke ; from which, if it ſhou'd 
| ever be publiſh'd, thoſe who have a Curiolity to 
| : know LIM BORCH's exquiſite Method, will un— | 
derſtand the whole Affair more exactly: for the | 
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| narrow Limits of this Oration will not ſuffer 
| me to enlarge upon it. | ſhall only add, that 
whatever ſome may whiſper, the Mother de- 
clar'd ſhe thought it was the Hahd of Divine 
Providence which brought LimBoRCH into her 
Houſe, and the Daughter herſelf ever after ho- 
nour'd him as a Father. Away now with them, 
who ſay Reaſon ang Order are of no ſervice in 
Religion! We have iu this an illuſt rious Ex- | 
ample of the contrary, lufficient even to put 
the Pertinacious to fileucc. | 
In 1698. the famous John Vander Waeyen, Pro- 
£ feſſor of Divinity at Francker, wrote a Book 
þ againſt me, mel N A, i. e. Conceriing the 
Mord or Reaſon, mention'd in the Begiuning of 
the Goſpel of St. John; and, upon this Occa- 
ſion, inveigh'd ſeverely not only againſt me and 
the Remonſtrants, but alſo againſt LiwuzoRcn, 
traducing him as a Slanderer, becauſe he had 
faid, in his Syſtem, that Francis Burman, a Di- 
| | Vine 
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vine at Leiden, had merely tranſcrib'd Spinoza 
without any Judgment. But LimBoRcn pro- 
ducing Paſſages from both, made it appear that 
he had ſaid nothing which was not ſtrictly true; 
he alſo confuted other Notions of Maeyen, in 


tne ſame Paper, which, leſt it ſnou'd be loſt be- 


cauſe of its Smallneſs, he inſerted in the third 
Edition of his Theology. There were ſeveral 
others who defended Burman; but the Fact was 
ſo notorious, that LimsoRcH thought they 
needed no Anſwer, eſpecially ſince the Writings 
of his Adverſarys were read by none, or cou'd 
not be read without the utmolt Diſpleaſure. 


Upon which account I think I juſtly commen- 


ded him in my Diſſertation, An ſemper reſpon- 
dendum Calumniis Theologorum ? Whether a Man 
is oblig'd always to anſwer the Calumnys of Divines ? 
which I dedicated to him. 


And tho he might have us'd the Privilege of 


his Age to lie by, and withdraw from Buſineſs, 


he refus'd it; and in the laſt Year of the former 
Century, priated, in Dutch, a Treatiſe Of the 


Way of dying well, and of comforting the Sick, 
and undertook a Latin Commentary upon the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtles to the Romans and 
to the Hebrews; which came out in 1711. and 
began to be read by all, and will continue -to 
be read by thoſe who deſire thorowly to under- 
ſtand thuſe Parts of Scripture : and this, with 
his other Writings, will carry down the Memory 
of the Author to lateſt Poſterity. 

Theſe are the Works of this Excellent and 
Learned Man, by which he has ſo profited or 
will profit, his own and future Times, that he 


will ever reccive the Thanks of all equal Men 
and Lovers of Truth, He has left behind him 
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ſome other Pieces which he had not yet re- 
ſolv'd to publiſh, as a Treatiſe containing the 
cruel and unwary Opinions of ſome Proteſtants 
concerning Puniſhing Hereticks , another Of the 
Origin and State of the Controverſies about Predeſ- 
tination and Grace; and a third, Of the Method 
of Preaching. In writing all which, and in 


executing the conſtant Offices of his Function, 


7 * he diligently attended, he ſpent his 
Life. | 

Laſt Autumn he began to he afflicted with a 
very troubleſom Diſtemper in the Skin, which 
Phyſicians call a Herpes, or a St. Anthony's Fire; 
and this grew more inflam'd at the Approach 
of Winter, ſo that he cou'd ſcarcely perform his 
daily Lectures at the Chriſtmas following. The 
Diſeaſe ſtill increas'd, with a tedious Itching, 
and Puſtules broke out over his whole Body, 
which hinder'd him from Sleeping, yet he did 
not lie down with it at firſt; but when the 
Continuance of his Illneſs had exhauſted him, 
and he cou'd fit up no longer, he at length took. 
his Bed: where tho he had no Fever, and no 
freſh Pimples aroſe, and the former were dry'd 
away, yet he had ſuch an univerſal Diſtaſte and 
Languor, and was ſo weaken'd that he cou'd 
not recover his Strength; and thus, upon the 
laſt of April, he render'd up to Almighty G O P, 
the Spirit which he gave, in the Seventy Ninth 


Year of his Age. A very great Age, and to 


which few arrive : but to his Family, his Friends, 
and the Society of the Remonſtrants, his Death 
was untimely; to whom he was yet able to have 
done abundant Service, by his Labours, Advice 
and Example. 
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I ſhall not here, Honourable Auditors, burſt 
into Lamentations and Cries, to. expreſs the ex- 
ceeding Affliction with which the Death of my 
Collegue has fill'd me. Many of you know in what 
Friendſhip we liv'd for Seven and Twenty Years; 
and thoſe who knew it-not, will learn it from 
this Oration wherever it ſhall come. I ſhall 
rather proceed to deſcribe his Accompliſhments 
and Virtues, and paint in few Words my Friend, 
as in a Tablet, to be conſecrated in the Ever- 
laſting Temple of Memory. 

Tho he never propos'd the Underſtanding 
of. Languages as the End of his Studys, yet he 
had, to my knowledg, made large Advances 
this way, and read over many of the Antient 
and Modern Writers, and wou'd have excel'd 
in this Part of Literature, if he had not rather 
choſen that which was more important. For he 
bad an admirable Genius, and a tenacious Me- 
mory, as appear'd to all with whom he con- 
vers'd. And had he pleas'd to have apply'd 
himſelf to the Mathematicks, he wou'd, un- 
_ doubtedly, have ſucceeded very well, for he was 
abſolute Maſter of Arithmetick. He was ſo per- 
fectly acquainted with the Hiſtory of his own 
Country, eſpecially for a Century and a half, 
that he even retain'd the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
and the very times of each Action, as if they 
had been imprinted in his Mind; fo that ſcarce- 
ly any one cou'd deceive him, in this Particular, 
He was grave without Sullenneis; courteous 
without Diſſimulation; and gay and facetious 
as the Occaſion and Subject permitted, with- 
out the leaſt Scurrility and Malice. By theſe 
Endowments he was acceptable and pleaſing to 
all who fell into his Company, dear to his 
| Friends, 
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Friends, and belov'd of his Relations and Neigh- 
bours, who always ſaw him with Delight, and 
wiſh'd ſtill to enjoy his Converſation. He had 
Friends many and learned, both in his own Coun- 
try and in Foreign Parts, as appears by the Let- 
ters he ſent and receiv'd; which ſtill lie pri- 
vate in his Cabinet, except ſome few, which 
were publiſh'd with Mr. Locke's in 1708. 

If you regard the peculiar Qualifications of a 
Divine, you will find them all eminently in him. 
He had, above all things, a Paſſion for Trath, 
and purſu'd the Search of it Day and Night, 
by reading the Holy Scripture and the beſt 


Expoſitors. He never ſwerv'd from it when he 


had diſcover'd it, but ſo fully poſſeſs'd his Heart 
and Memory with it, that whatever Queltions 
were put to him in Divinity, he reſolv'd them, 
to Satisfaction, without any Labour. This is 
evident from his Letters to Mr. Locke, where 


he has happily explain'd the Nature of Liberty; 


of which that Great Man had not an cxact Idea. 
His Candour was known to all, and was join'd 
with ſo much Humanity, that no one cou'd ever 
take offence at what he ſaid. In his Inſtruction 
he obſerv'd the greateſt Per ſpicuity and the juſteſt 


Order; to which his Memory, which retain'd 


whatever he had wrote almoſt to a word, doubt- 
leſs contributed very far: And tho a long Courſe 
of Teaching had given him an Authority with 
thoſe about him, and his great Age had added a 
Reverence to him, yet he was never exaſperated 
at others differing from him, but wou'd both 
confute them, and ſuffer himſelf to be confuted by 
them without Reſentment : and toward his Pu- 


pils, he kept a Medium between Severity and 


Indulgence. His Decency of Temper ſhew'd it 
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26 A Funeral Oration. 


ſelf illuſtriouſly in his Diſpute with Orobio, which 
I mention'd, and will always be admir'd in the prin- 
ted Conference, by them who know how eaſily An- 
ger kiadles in the Breaſts of Divines, and impoſes 
it ſelf on them under the ſpecious Appearance of 
Zeal ; eſpecially when they are to defend the very 
Principles of Religion before Gainfayers. For 


becauſe theſe are wont, and juſtly, to be receiv'd 


of all Chriſtians with Reverence, ſome good Men 
can hardly bcar to have them rejected by Jews 
and other Infidels, which yet they muſt paticatly 
endure, that ſo they may be able to recover them 
from their Errors. They are to be oppos'd 
with Gentleneſs and Arguments, and not with 
ill Language and Rage. Of this Complexion was 


the Piety and Religion of Limborch, which was 


alſo the more pure and ardent, becauſe it was 
not ſully'd with Superſtition and perverſe Opi- 
nions. His Behaviour to his Neighbours was 
ſuch, that all who knew him, or had any Dealings 
with him, ever commended it. In a word, he 


- hv'd with the perfect Temperance which ought 


to be in a Chriſtian and a Divine, whereby he 
preſerv'd the Vigour of his Mind and Health of 
his Body to aa advanc'd Age, which is the height 
of ſome Perſons Wiſhes ; and finally, with per- 
fe Underſtauding and a Fulneſs of Hope re- 
ſign'd his Soul into the hands of GOD his 
CARATOR:: N N 
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From a POEM written by 


Huco GroTtivus npor 
the Death of |. p\ MINIUS; 
to whom he ſpeaks in the fil: 
Inwing Verſes. = 


Ibi ſatur Quiete, Gaudii plenus, &c. 


HERE, from the Sorrows of this 
Life releas d, 
Of perfect Eaſe and perfect Joy 
polleſsd, 


The Science you ſo long purſu'd below, 
You largely now obtain, and truly know. 


You look, and ſee unhappy Mortals ſtray, 
In Ignorance involv'd, and miſs the Way; 


From that Irradiance of Celeſtial Day, 


N How 


28 On the Death of J. Arminius; 


How vain the thing which Knowledg here 
we name, 


Anempty Vapour and an idle Dream ; 


Yet puff'd with this, we others pidudl) 
{purn, 

And are again inſulted in our Turn. 

Hence Wars of ſour diſputing Doctors riſe» 

The People's Rage, and endleſs Enmities; 

While Holy Truth, offended at the ſight, 


With facred Peace, takes far away her 
Flight. 


From whence this Luſt of Quarrel and De- 


bate ? 


This Zeal of Partys, and pernicious Hate? 
Has our dear Loxo's infernal Foe gone 


our, 


And planted in his Field this deadly Root? 


Or does the haſty Wrath of mortal Man, 


And Wit deprav'd, the unhallow'd Strife 
maintain, 


And to vile Ends the Caule of G OD pro- 


fane? 
Or while the World, inquiſitive to know, 
All Secrets tries, and things forbid below, 
Is this the bitter Puniſhment aſſign'd, 


„ 
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Ah! 


Taba ſh the Boldneſs of the curious Mind? 
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On the Death of J. Arminius. 29 


Ah! what do we attempt! The little 
Stock 


Selected from the World, the purchas'd 
Flock 


Invades it ſelf, and rends with mutual Spite; 


While Turks rejoice, and Jews applaud the 
Sight. 


Bleſoꝰd the Religion, which from factious 
Heat 


Chaſtly preſerv*d, and Arts of human Wit, 


Shines in her own Simplicity compleat. 


Which, Pardon by our Saviour's Death pro- 


cur d 


Expects with ſtedfaſt Faith and Hope af 


ſur'd, 


Salvation as the Gift of Heav'n receives, 


And Puniſhments ordain'd for Sins believes; 


Of gentle Love the kind Indulgence tries, 


Content to be with Moderation wiſe; 
Nor fondly will in raſh Inquirys ſtrive, 
Whether Events by a fix d Fate arrive; 
How, void of Evil, as the moving Cauſe, 


The Sov'reign Ruler, by eſtabliſh'd Laws, 


Decrees 
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30 On the Death of J. Arminius. 
Decrees and difallows committed Ill, 


Arid by a powerful Nod conduQts the Hu- 
man Will. 


And bleed t the Man, who, from Ambi- 
tion tree, FT 


Deſighs not Gain, nor earthly Vanity," 


Nor meanly courts the Flatterys of Praiſe, 
But does to Heav'n his glad Devotion raiſe, 
To know the Deity his Study bends,  _ 

And in the Flames of righteous Zeal aſcends; 


_ Securely guided by th* unerring Clue 


Of Sacred Writ, its Precepts does purſue; 


And thro the Maze of various Life, With 


Care 


Directs his Way, and "capes the ready 


Snare ; 
With Chari ity his Freedom tempers well, 


And can in Peace with diff ring Partys 


dwell; 
Pious nnd juſt, who does Contention ſhun, 


Of others damn'd, himſelf condemning 
none; 


Who never will whh Confidence preſume, 


But now diſputes for Truth, and now for 
Peace is dumb, &c. 
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On the Death of J. Arminius. 31 


In Pray'r to GOD thou do'ſt above 
unite, 


To ſhed upon his Fold, ſufficient Light, 
And grant they may with that reſt ſatisfy'd; 


Teachers to give them, pure from worldly 
Pride, 


To propagate his Goſpel not an Art, 


And Union ſend of Tongues, at leaſt of 
Heart; | 


Of Controverfys blind to chaſe the Night, 
With his own Luſtre, prevalently bright, 


'That the whole Church of CHRIS I, 
made one in Love, 


May perſevere, and aided from above, 


Their Life to Men, and Faith to Heav'n 
approve. 
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